
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
            
 
 

October 01 – October 07, 2006 
Visitor Center Hours 

 
Panther Junction Visitor Center -    8am - 6pm.                Daily.    
Chisos Basin Visitor Center  -    9am – 4:30pm.                 Daily.             Closed for lunch.  
Persimmon Gap Visitor Center -    9:30am – 5:00pm.               Daily.             Closed for lunch 
Rio Grande Village Visitor Center  -    Closed for season  
Castolon Visitor Center                 -    Closed for season.         

 
Sunday, October 01 
 
8:30 PM Evening Program – “Big Bend's Most Wanted”  Not all the plants and animals you see here are 
native, indeed, some are relative newcomers.  Some are proving to be major threats to the health of Big Bend's 
natural communities.  Join Ranger A. Yost to find out who is Public Enemy Number 1.  Wheelchair accessible. 
 Bring a flashlight.  1 hour.  Chisos Basin Amphitheater. 
 
 
Monday, October 02 
 
9:00 AM Guided Walk --"Welcome to Cougar Country"  The thought of mountain lions may send chills 
through your nervous system.  Ranger D. Leavitt will hopefully allay some of your fears on this easy walk as 
you learn more about the biggest predator in Big Bend National Park.  Meet at the Chisos Basin Trailhead.  
Bring water, a hat, and good walking shoes.  ½  mile.  1 hour. 
 
 
Tuesday, October 03 
 
7:00 PM Evening Program – “Did You Know?”  Trivial facts, legends, and lore help highlight the 
uniqueness of Big Bend.  Join Ranger R. Dean for a relaxing view of the sunset and interesting, though unusual, 
facts about Big Bend.  Meet on the patio outside the Chisos Mountains Lodge gift shop.  Wheelchair accessible. 
 1 hour. 
 
 
Wednesday, October 04 
 
Sorry, no programs today.  Why not try an early morning walk on the Rio Grande Village Nature Trail?  This 
easy walk offers opportunities for viewing wildlife and a self-guiding brochure will help you identify plants 
typical of the Chihuahuan desert and the Rio Grande floodplain.  Ask a park ranger for more details. 
 
 
Thursday, October 05
 
9:00 AM Guided Walk -- "Home Sweet Home"  Ever wonder where all the wildlife hangs out?  Join Ranger 
R. Dean on this guided walk for a peek into the desert homes of some of the Big Bend's most interesting 
critters.  Meet at the Chisos Basin Amphitheater parking lot.  Wear walking shoes, bring water, and a hat.  1 
mile.  1½ hours.  
 
Friday, October 06 
 
8:30 AM  Birding Walk -- “The Best Bird?”  It's the one in your binoculars!  Join Ranger M. Flippo for some 
tips on identifying some of the resident and migrant species found in the Big Bend.  Recommended for 
beginners.  Bring binoculars and field guides.  Meet at the Rio Grande Village amphitheater parking lot.  2 
hours. 
 
7:30 PM Evening Program – “Big Bend In Words: Abbey's Bend”  The Big Bend region is well 
documented in research, art, and photography.  Lesser known but no less significant is more than a century's 
worth of literature about the area.  Join Ranger E. Leonard to hear excerpts from the works of infamous 
environmental writer Edward Abbey relating to the park and the National Park Service.  Bring a flashlight. 
Wheelchair accessible.  1 hour.  Chisos Basin Amphitheater. 
 
Saturday, October 07 
 
9:30 AM Guided Walk – “What's In A Name?”  The names of Big Bend's landmarks reflect the unique 
history and culture of the region.  Join Ranger E. Leonard to learn more about the meanings behind some of the 
place names in the park.  Meet at the Chisos Basin Trailhead.  45 minutes. 
 
8:30 PM Evening Program -- "The Nature of Water" The Rio Grande is the most significant water source in 
the park.  In recent years it has changed in size, quality and quantity.  Join Ranger D. Leavitt for an introduction 
to some of the issues surrounding the once mighty, now meager Rio Grande.  Wheelchair accessible.  Bring a 
flashlight.  1 hour.  Chisos Basin Amphitheater. 
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